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Suki 

I am pleased to report that Suki is fit 
and well.  She still gets skin problems 
from time to time - but they are 
treatable with a course of antibiotics.  
She will be 12 in January. 

New Car 

I treated myself to a new car at the 
beginning of the year - a Ford Fiesta 
Titanium with 4 doors and lots of bells 
and whistles such as cruise control and 
Bluetooth. I felt I really needed 4 doors 
after Mike’s mum had got stuck trying 
to get out of the back of my 2-door 
fiesta.  It is turbo charged and also low 
enough emissions for zero road tax. I 
absolutely love it.  My phone 
automatically connects to the Bluetooth 
when I get in, and if the air bags are 
triggered it will automatically ring the 
emergency services! 

Intrepid 

I survived the Intrepid canal boat trip 
again this year.  I did the first 6 days 
taking the boat from Northampton to 
Nottingham.  Suki and I did a lot of 
walking along the canal towpath and 
she was quite good on the boat, only 
getting spooked on the last night.  Suki 
and I went home by train from 
Nottingham - and then we joined up 
with the boat for a couple of days in 
Lincoln.  I stayed in a lovely hotel in 
Lincoln Minster Yard which used to be 
the Bishop’s Palace.  I met up with the 
boat again at the end to pick up Mike - 
which gave me another nice walk along 
the tow path. 
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Life continues to revolve around bellringing and choirs - and of course 

Suki.  Mike spends  most Saturdays either helping to teach learners at 

Barnes, or travelling to towers in Hertfordshire, Kent or Essex to ring 

Quarter Peals (and have a nice pub lunch!).  I prefer handbells, although I 

support the local practices, and notched up my 100th handbell peal this 

year. I am still ringing tunes with the Moretonhampstead ringers whenever 

I can.  It’s great fun to go to the handbell rallies where many teams gather 

in a hall somewhere and we each take it in turn to ring a piece and then 

there are about 3 pieces where everyone in the room rings, making a 

fantastic sound.   

 

The only singing I do these days is Messiah at The Albert Hall at Christmas 

with Goldsmith’s Choral Union, but Mike still sings with his two choirs and 

I do my bit by going along to the concerts even when the music is too 

modern or not my style!  I had to sit through a lot of jazz this year as both 

choirs did something jazzy - which is definitely not to my liking (apologies 

to all jazz fans!).  We both sing occasionally with the church choir for 

Choral evensong and special services. 

 

I managed to sprain my ankle in March when I slipped in very muddy 

conditions while out walking in the Chilterns with Maryanne.  It took about 

3 months to heal well enough to walk long distances again, and even now 

will ache sometimes. 

 

In June Mike cycled to Paris over 3-days to raise money for The Back Up 

Trust and Aspire.  He paid the costs himself and raised over £7,000 in 

sponsorship.  He started training for it in January with a couple of circuits 

of Richmond Park each weekend, and by May he was cycling from home, 

doing two circuits and then cycling back which was about 21 miles.  Mike’s 

trip report reads:  290 km,  2990 m of ascent, 3 days.  Weather quite 

cold, perfect for cycling. No rain during any of our cycling, just a bit 

overnight.  The sun came out on our 5th crossing of the torrent which 

is the Seine, just before our finish at the Eiffel tower.  



And in Other News ………. 

I have continued to enjoy many breaks in 
Bovey Tracey.  Jayne was there from April to 
September so there was always good 
company to add to the wonderful walking 
and pleasant way of life.  We went to the 
Teignmouth Folk Festival and the Sidmouth 
Folk  Week, and went to see Oyster Band 3 
in concert.  I’ll be wearing flowers in my hair 
next! 

At Easter the oven at Bovey broke down - 
causing something of a catastrophe as we 
had brought Mike’s mum home for lunch 
and only discovered the oven wasn’t 
working when I went to serve the chicken 
and found it was still raw!  When I 
investigated getting a new cooker I found 
we would need new gas fittings and 
rewiring, and to cut a long story short we 
are now having a new kitchen put in!  At the 
same time we are getting the whole house 
rewired , a new front and back door, a 
ramp, and some rooms insulated.  It is a bit 
of a building site as I write but we are 
optimistic we shall be able to go down for 
Christmas as usual and be able to cook 
lunch!  All this inspired me to do some 
decorating in London.  Jayne came to stay 
for a couple of weeks before she went back 
to India in October and she completely 
transformed the living room and dining 
room - with freshly painted walls, new  
cupboards and bookshelves, and new 
curtains.  We also brightened up the kitchen 
by painting the cupboard doors and the 
chimney breast.  I also restored the guest 
room and added some new bedding and 
curtains.  The place is hardly recognizable! 

We went on the Barnes Summer Ringing 
Trip which this year returned to the 
Evesham Hotel.  Not quite so many teddy 

bears as before as under new 
management but still a bit quirky. 
Mike organized all the towers and 
ringing.  I enjoyed 5 days of cross 
stitching and pub lunches and 
managed to avoid most of the 
ringing!   

Mike went on Roving Ringers tour - 
which  this year only lasted for 6 
days so Mike arranged some cycling 
and ringing in London for the final 
two days.  He went on his own this 
time - I packed the car for him and 
unpacked it at the end and Rovers 
did the rest!  He particularly 
enjoyed it this year because he was 
so fit from the London to Paris trip 
and was able to keep up with all but 
the fastest cyclists. 

I popped over to Majorca with 
Amanda for a few days in April - she 
wanted to visit friends before the 
baby was born.  It was reasonably 
warm - there were people 
sunbathing round the hotel pools . It 
made a nice break. 

So that’s about it for another year!  
Best wishes from us both for a 
happy Christmas and prosperous Ne 
Year. 

 

Butlins 2016 - we enjoyed another family holiday at  Butlins Bognor Regis. We had  3 

chalets to accommodate us all and stayed for a full week this time - which we all 

agreed was much better as it gave us more time to do all the things we wanted to do.  

Family News 

Amanda, Sam and Bethany came back to the 
UK from Majorca at the beginning of the year 
and Harrison was born in June.  They rented a 
house in Melton Mowbray and Sam started 
working for Dyson. It was lovely having them 
around and being part of family  events again.  
However Sam was recently offered a good all 
year round job in Majorca and they have 
decided to move back again in the new year. 
Lorraine finished her college studies this year 
and now has a Level 4 Counselling 
qualification.  She is now working full time  as 
an outreach worker and support worker with 
the homeless, plus one day a week at the 
Convent where Mike plays the organ, and she 
also does some volunteer counselling.  She 
moved out from living with us in September 
and now rents a room at the convent.  She 
realised a life’s ambition when she became the 
proud owner of a campervan (Dudley) this 
year. Leanne has  a new boyfriend - and is 
expecting a baby in June.  Ollie is now 7 and 
has been on a camping trip and to his first 
music festival with his Aunty Lily (Lorraine).  
Carolyn has had some health problems but is 
otherwise ok and has enjoyed having all her 
grandchildren around this year. 

More news, photos etc can be found on my blog: 

jillwigney1.blogspot.co.uk 

Or  follow the links from my web site - 

wigneys.co.uk 

117 Valetta Road, London W3 7TB 

 07802 746232 (me)  07748 933779 (Mike) 

http://jillwigney1.blogspot.co.uk/
http://wigneys.co.uk/

